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Summary:
•	 Record results of cargo handling in Polish seaports. In total, Polish seaports handled 101 milion tons of 
annual turnover. The busiest Polish seaport is Gdańsk, which handled 49 milion tons. 

•	 All Polish seaports recorded an increase in cargo handling. 

•	 The increase in coal and coke handling (+3.9 mln tonnes), as well as increase in timber (+1.2 mln tonnes) were 
crucial for a good result in total cargo turnover. Large drop was registered in grain turnover (-1.1 mln tonnes). 

•	 General cargo accounted for over 48% of total ports’ turnover (+12.2%). Liquid fuels equalled 21%, coal 
and coke 13.2% of cargo turnover in Poland.

•	 Very good year on the container handling market (+18.85%). In 2018 nearly 2.8 mln TEU were handled in Polish 
ports. Over 23.3% increase in port Gdansk with an annual result about 1.6 mln TEU. Port Gdynia also gained 
(+13.1%), annual turnover equalled 0.8 mln TEU. Port of Szczecin-Świnoujście recorded decrease (-13% yoy). 

•	 In October, the ship-owner Hapag-Lloyd launched a new container feeder service – North Sea Poland 
Express (NPX), which calls the Port of Gdynia and is served by 2 vessels with a capacity of 2 500 TEU each 
on the route: Antwerp – Rotterdam – Fredericia – Gdynia – Helsingborg – Antwerp.

•	 In 2018, there was an increase in handling freight units in ro-ro technology by 6.52% compared to 2017.  
The most significant increase was observed in the Port of Gdynia (+6.6% yoy). 

The greatest impact on the results was achieved by increased transhipments in the coal and coke group  
(+ 3.69 million tonnes), as well as record-high wood reloading, which increased by almost 500% (+ 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes) and ore (+ 0.65 million tonnes). The decline was recorded in grain handling (-1 million tons).

The results of Polish seaports are very favorable compared to the Baltic ports. In total, Baltic ports have trans-
hipped over 482.8 million tons of cargo, which is 10.9% more than in 2017. High dynamics and a significant 
increase in cargo turnover influenced the promotion of the Port of Gdansk from the 6th position to the 4th 
in the ranking. Currently located on the third position, Port Primorsk recorded a 7% drop in transhipments 
(53.5 million tonnes of cargo handled in 2018).

Table 1. Turnover in the biggest Polish seaports in years 2012-2018 (thousand of tonnes)

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Change 

2018/2017

Gdynia 15 809 17 659 19 405 18 198 19 536 21 225 23 492 10,68%

Szczecin-Świnoujście 21 267 22 750 23 401 23 174 24 113 25 424 28 614 12,55%

Gdańsk 26 897 30 259 32 278 35 914 37 289 40 614 49 032 20,73%

Total 63 973 70 668 75 084 77 286 80 938 87 263 101 138 15,9%

Operational results of Polish seaports in 2018

The port market in Poland records annual increase in transshipments. The cargo turnover of Polish ports in 
2018 reached a record result of over 100 million tonnes, which is a 15.9% higher result (+ 13.9 million tonnes). 
For each of the ports, 2018 brought record results. The position of the leader is invariably the Port of Gdansk, 
where transhipments increased by over 8 million tons. The Port of Gdynia (+2,3 million tonnes) and the Port 
of Szczecin-Świnoujście (+ 3.2 million tonnes) also recorded higher results (Table 1). The increase in trans-
shipments at the Port of Gdansk by 20.7% is the highest dynamics of growth on the Polish coast.
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The biggest port in the Baltic Sea is Ust Luga with transhipments at the level of 98.7 million tons. The port, 
which occupies the second position in the ranking is Port St. Petersburg. In 2018 the Port St. Petersburg 
handled 5.7 million tons more in compare to 2017. 

Handling structure in 2018

The dominant group in the transshipments in Polish seaports was general cargo, which share in total cargo 
turnover in Polish ports is 48%. The large share of general cargo is due to increased container handling in 
the Port of Gdansk. Last year, Port of Gdansk handled 21% more containers compared to 2017 (+3.5 milion 
tonnes). It is worth noting that 93% of general cargo in the Port of Gdansk is carried in containers.

Considering individual cargo groups divided into ports, we can see that the leader in handling general 
cargo remains invariably Port of Gdansk, which is responsible for over 44% of general cargo handling in 
Polish ports. In the case of the Port of Gdynia, the share is 28.4% (13.8 million tonnes), and the Port of Szcze-
cin-Świnoujście share is 26.4% (13.4 million tonnes).

The cargo group, whose share remained unchanged, was fuel. In general, Polish ports recorded a 15% 
increase in this cargo group. The leader in the transshipment of fuels is also the Port of Gdansk, where 
handling increased by 2.3 million tons in compare to 2017. The Szczecin-Świnoujście Port also recorded an 
increase in fuels handling (+ 595 thousand tonnes yoy). In the Port of Gdynia, transhipments decreased by 

Figure 1. The busiest Baltic seaports in 2018 [milion tones] 

*Port Skoldvik – estimated data

Figure 2. The structure of handling in the main ports in Poland in 2018
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Table2. Handling structure in ports of Gdańsk, Gdynia and Szczecin-Świnoujście in 2018  
(thousand of tonnes) 

Cargo
Gdańsk Gdynia Szczecin-Świnoujście

Thousand 
of tones

Change  
2018/2017

Thousand of 
tones

Change  
2018/2017

Thousand 
of tones

Change  
2018/2017

Coal and coke 7 186 41,4% 2 629,30 23,2% 3 440 60,8%

Ore 10,387 -88,8% 0 0% 3 226 29,9%

Other bulk 3 914 13,7% 1 311,30 21,5% 3 373,30 9,6%

Grain 559,01 -27,8% 2 994,80 -14,0% 1 095,20 -25,1%

Timber 428,682 0% 979,20 318,5% 75,50 377,8%

General cargo 21 422 18,7% 13 817,90 10,9% 13 431,30 4,4%

Fuels 15 512 17,8% 1 759,60 -3,3% 3 972,90 17,6%

Total 49 032 20,7% 23 492 10,7% 28 614 12,5%

The most significant increase was recorded in timber handling. All Polish seaports recorded increases in this 
market segment. The greatest share in timber handling had Port of Gdynia, which handled 979.2 thousand 
tones. Port of Gdansk handled 426 thousand tones and Port of Szczecin-Świnoujście 59.7 thousand tones. 
Increased timber handling in Polish seaports is the result of windfall that went through Pomerania in the 
summer of 2017. Most likely, the increased timber handling is temporary and the trend would not last long. 

The decrease was recorded only in grain handling (-1.1 milion tones). The most significant drop was recor-
ded in Port of Gdańsk (-27.8% what equals for 215 thousand tons). The Port of Gdynia also recorded drop 
(-487.7 thousand tones). Reduced grain handling is mainly the result of a significant drop in the Port of 
Gdynia. Currently, the Port of Gdynia share in grain handling equals for 64% of the total amount of grain 
handled by Polish seaports.  

Containers

The Port of Gdańsk has the largest share in container handling in Polish ports. Through Port of Gdańsk 
passes 69% of all containers handled by Polish seaports. In 2018 Port of Gdańsk recorded increase in con-
tainer turnover by over 23% (+368 466 TEU). To the Port of St. Petersburg - the largest container port in the 
Baltic – the Port of Gdansk shows a 10% loss.

It is worth noting that the result of Port. of St. Petersburg was influenced by turnover in several container 
terminals, while the result of the port of Gdansk was due to good operational results of the DCT terminal.

In total, container turnover in all Polish ports increased by 19%. Container handling in Port of Gdynia incre-
ased by 13.1% (+93 173 TEU). However, Port of Szczecin-Świnoujście recorded drop by 13% (- 12 128 TEU). 

Ro-ro ferry traffic

In 2018, Polish seaports handled in total 406.8 thousand passenger cars and 719.5 thousand of freight units. 

Table 2. Container handling in the biggest Polish seaports in years 2012-2018 [TEU]

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Change 

2018/2017

Gdańsk 928 399 1 177 626 1 212 054 1 091 202 1 299 373 1 580 508 1 948 974 23,3%

Gdynia 676 349 729 518 849 123 684 796 642 195 710 698 803 871 13,1%

Szczecin-Świnoujście 52 179 62 307 78 439 87 784 90 869 93 579 81 451 -13,0%

Total 1 656 927 1 969 451 2 139 616 1 863 782 2 032 437 2 384 785 2 834 296 18,85%
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Table 3. Ro-ro ferry transport in biggest Polish sea ports in years 2017 and 2018

Cargo Passenger cars Freight units

 2017 2018 Change 
2018/2017

2017 2018 Change 
2018/2017

Gdańsk* 38 434 41 616 8,30% 18 629 19 392 4,10%

Gdynia 109 151 108 565 -0,54% 191 350 203 966 6,60%

Szczecin 
-Świnoujście

268 855 256 607 -4,55% 473 566 496 127 4,76%

Total 416 440 406 788 -2,32% 675 455 719 485 6,52%

The only port that recorded an increase in passenger traffic was the Port of Gdansk. A slight decrease was 
in the Port of Gdynia (-0.59%).

* As in previous years, this number does not include commercial vehicles

The greatest increase was recorded in Port of Gdańsk (+3 182 passenger cars yoy).  In freight units turnover 
all Polish ports recorded moderate growth.

Passenger traffic

The port of Szczecin-Świnoujście is the largest port in terms of passenger traffic. The Szczecin-Świnoujście 
provides connections to Trelleborg  (Unity Line – 2 times a day; TT Line – also 2 times a day) and to Ystad 
(Polferries – 2-3 times a day). 

Table 4. Regular passenger traffic in main Polish ports in years 2012-2018 (passengers)

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Change 

2018/2017

Szczecin-Świnoujście 798 897 789 110 897 870 974 717 1 040 779 1 085 013 1 072 679 -1,14%

Gdynia 469 516 509 335 560 040 598 207 750 063 685 553 681 542 -0,5%

Gdańsk 141 835 125 897 122 810 107 540 104 672 105 556 117 939 11,7%

Total 1 410 248 1 424 342 1 580 720 1 680 464 1 895 514 1 876 122 1 872 160 -0,2%

Overview
For Polish ports 2018 was the next consecutive year with record high cargo turnover. cargo handling incre-
ased in Port of Gdynia by 10.68% yoy. 

For the Port of Gdynia, it was the year of signing the contract for co-financing the strategic ports’ invest-
ment „Dredging of fairway and port basins”. Owing to this investment Port of Gdynia would be able to serve 
Baltimax ships. The investment received 273 milion PLN of EU funding. 

Port Gdynia also considers to invest in the Outer Port (the technical dialogue ended in December).  The aim 
of the investment is to strengthen the competitive position of the Port of Gdynia in the Baltic ports« market. 
The planned central part of the Outer Port is a container terminal able to handle 2 million TEU. 

The Port of Gdańsk is reconstructing the road and rail network. The main element of the investment pro-
gram is the development of road and railway access to the Northern Port. As part of the works, new railway 
track would be constructed to provide access to DCT terminal and coal terminal.

In September, the Maritime Office in Szczecin and and the contractor for „Modernization of Świnoujście
-Szczecin fairway to a depth of 12.5 m” signed an agreement for the investment. The investment includes 
dredging of the Świnoujście-Szczecin fairway to 12.5 m with simultaneous expansion to 100 m and dredging 
of turning basins. Dredged fairway will allow Port of Szczecin to serve ships with a draft of approximately 
11.0 m (currently 9.15 m). 

Port Authority of Szczecin-Świnoujście is planning to invest in adapting the ferry terminal to support inter-
modal transport,  improving access to Dębicki Canal and Kaszubski Basin, modernization of technical infra-
structure in both Port of Szczecin and Port of Świnoujście, construction of mooring post intended for LNG 
export and deepwater quays in the ports of Szczecin and Świnoujście. The cost of the investments listed 
above is approximately one bilion PLN. 
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